Eight years ago this week, I began my service as an elected public official.  At the time of my very first meeting as District 5 Supervisor on the York County Board of Supervisors, I don’t think I could have even conceived of all that would occur over the next eight years, and the different courses my life would take.

Less than a year after joining the Board, I found myself taking the oath for another office, that of 96th District Delegate.  Delegate Jo Ann Davis had been elected to succeed our long-serving and highly respected Congressman, Herb Bateman.  Her election left a vacancy in the 96th District seat in the House of Delegates, and – after hard-fought contests for the Republican nomination and the special election – I had been chosen to fill that vacancy.

I found that serving in elected office can be one of the most challenging assignments one can undertake.  Campaigns can be fun, but they can also be exhausting.  The legislative process can be very frustrating, requiring skill, patience, and perseverance in order to make progress.  And, effectively serving the needs of constituents, the individual requests of our fellow citizens facing difficulties that require government attention, requires attentiveness and hard work.

The challenges of elected office may carry a personal price, but they also bring great rewards.  It is an exhilarating experience when you have the opportunity to play some role in addressing the needs of individual constituents.  It is exciting to see legislation you championed become law, bringing positive change to the citizens of Virginia.  And while campaigning can at times be a grueling process, it puts you in direct contact with the people you serve, giving this elected official invaluable input and feedback on the views of the citizens she was entrusted to serve.

Deciding to seek elected office was not an easy decision for me; deciding to leave office after eight years proved to be an even harder one.  Of course, there are ample photographs and news stories that can serve to reinforce my memories of exciting events like the Williamsburg Inauguration and the General Assembly convening at Jamestown.  But, nothing will replace the regular interaction I enjoyed with the people I serve, whether at a visit to Garrett’s store in Croaker or at my office in the General Assembly Building.  Those experiences – meeting with citizens either by happenstance or design so they can share with me their needs and how I might be able to help – are the most valuable for an elected public official.  And because they are ordinary everyday experiences for a public servant, my fond memories cannot rely on photographs and newspaper accounts to preserve them.

While I am excited about the new challenges before me, my departure is personally bittersweet.  The only previous experience to which I can compare it is one that will be familiar to any classroom teacher.  When the school year ends, there is a great sense of accomplishment.  But, there is also a sense of loss.  The teacher is, after all, losing the students to whom she has become so accustomed, and with whom she has experienced so much.  Letting go of something you love is never easy.

I owe so many for the successes of my eight years.  In the General Assembly, I owe a great deal to Senator Tommy Norment, who worked with me as both a partner and mentor to ensure the people we served had an effective team working on their behalf.  I owe much as well to my colleagues in the House, like Delegates Phil Hamilton and Glenn Oder.  And, although it may come as surprise to those who do not follow the General Assembly closely, I owe a great deal to my fellow legislators in both parties.  Although bipartisan cooperation does not generate as many news stories as partisan skirmishes do, I can attest from personal experience that it not only exists but has proven to be quite effective and essential to the legislative process.

When I announced my retirement in April, I said that I hoped more citizens will consider elective office as an avocation.  I feel just as strongly today.  The rewards of service far offset the sacrifices, and there are few greater experiences than representing your neighbors in institutions that are the foundation of our democracy.

The support and encouragement of the people of James City, York and Newport News have driven me in office, making me a far more effective legislator.  Sensing their support has been both humbling and exhilarating.  I am forever in their debt and I will never forget them.

Thank you and may God bless you.

